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TO  THE 

CONGREGATION  OF  CHRIST  CHURCH  CATHEDRAL. 

MONTREAL 

WHOSE      CONFIDENCE      AND      ESTEEM      I     VALUE     AS      A 

PRICELESS  POSSESSION    THIS  LITTLE  BOOK 

IS   AFFECTIONATELY    DEDICATED. 


PREFACE 


The  Cluirch  of  t'lirist  has  three  tenses — I'ast.  Present 
and  Future.  Amongst  its  members,  therefore,  there  will 
always  be  found  those  whose  gaze  i»  turned  with  reverend 
affection  upon  the  I'ast.  Others  tliere  will  be  who  on 
the  whole  are  contented  with  the  I'resetit.  l.efore  the 
spiritual  eye  of  a  tiiird  cl.iss  will  lloat  the  entrancing  vision 
of  the  Chtirch  of  the  Future. 

'to  this  last  cla.is  the  present  wri  .1  belongs.  By  nature 
and  temperament  an  Idealist,  Uxjking  with  no  regretful 
eye  upon  the  p.'st,  and  with  dissatisfaction  upon  the 
present,  he  is  full  of  confident  hojic  for  the  fu       \ 

In  these  two  sermons  an  .Ttteiript  is  made  to  .press  as 
clearly  as  possible  a  current  view  of  the  Christian  minis- 
try, and  to  draw  from  it  certain  deductions  and  applica- 
tions which  are  believed  to  be  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  the  church  of  God. 

But  lest  the  exact  position  maintained  in  these  sermons 
should  be  misunderstood,  I  have  endeavored  to  express 
their  contents  in  the  following  propositions. 

1.  The  study  of  the  Gospels  does  not  warrant  the  con- 
clusion that  our  Lord  gave  any  fixed  constitution  to  His 
church. 

2.  The  study  of  the  remainder  of  the  Xew  Testament 
and  of  the  so-called  Apostolic  Fathers  shows  that  no  fixed 
constitution  is  to  be  found  in  the  earliest  days  of  the 
church.     But  that  the  Christian  ministry  is  the  result  of 


3-  Hence    neithpr 

'^common  sense.  """P'  an^  with  the  finding 

''"'  ^°"'^  rfay  bitterly  regret  '"^'"^ 

respect  for  tradition  may 


degenerate  into  a  blind  worship.  The  appeal  to  tradition 
is  in  my  opinion,  illegitimate  when  it  is  proposed  as  a  bar 
to  thought,  to  free  discussion,  or  to  progress.  With  the  tre- 
mendous example  of  the  Jewish  church  before  us,  which 
bartered  the  living  God  for  a  dead  tradition,  it  behooves 
every  true  leader  of  thought  or  action  to  be  alive  to  the  limit- 
ations which  belong  to  the  appeal  to  the  past. 

Our  beloved  Church  has  many  things  in  which  she  may 
rejoice ; — lier  uoble  Liturgy,  her  roll  of  scholars  and  saints, 
limited  to  no  single  class  or  walk  of  life,  her  martyrs  to 
the  cause  of  reform  in  the  Church ;  but  no  candid  student 
will  deny  that,  as  with  every  institution  the  world  has  ever 
known,  there  are  some  pages  in  the  book  of  history  that  mar 
the  excellence  of  her  glory. 

And  if  the  student  will  collect  these  pages  with  a  view 
to  the  avoidance  in  the  future  of  past  errors,  he  will  find 
they  all  tell  the  same  story.  The  besetting  weakness  of 
the  Anglican  past  has  been  a  spirit  of  exclusiveness 
towards  those  who  for  conscience'  sake  have  left  her  ranks. 
No  .-Xnglican  of  any  school  to-day  would  wish  to  re-inscribe 
upon  the  Statute  Book  of  England  the  old  test-acts,  con- 
venticle acts  and  the  like,  against  the  repeal  of  which  the 
Church  used  her  influence.  To-day  it  is  no  disloyalty  to 
admit,  as  all  do  admit,  that  the  Church  was  mistaken. 

Nevertheless  we  can  find  some  extenuating  circum- 
stances in  the  conditions  and  spirit  of  those  bygone  times. 
But  if  history  unerringly  shows  to  us  the  besetting  weak- 
ness of  our  church  since  the  Commonwealth,  is  it  not  the 
part  of  true  loyally  to  seek  to  warn  our  own  generation 
of  the  danger  that  besets  the  Church  to-day  of  falling  a 
victim  to  the  self-same  spirit,  and  of  finding  only  too  late 


that  we  have  once  again  mistaken  the  contmgent  and  the 
temoorary  for  the  essential  and  the  eternal. 
'Tt'onl/remains  to  add  that  no  attempt  has  been  made 
to  recast  these  sermons  in  more  hterary  torm.     Thev  are 
printed  as  they  were  preached. 

H.  S. 

Christ  Church  Cathedral, 

Montreal, 
March,  1907. 
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THE    ANGLICAN    CHURCH    AND    THE    DOCTRINE 
OF  APOSTOLICAL  SUCCESSION 

Sermon    I. 

'    t>rorh'»;J''".jH     "•■~"'^"''   "-  f^""-   ""mn  to  be  apostles  and  some 
■     ?„r  ,ht    •    ?""/'"""   -vangellstn:    and  somo    pastors  and   teachers- 

'    the  LulldTneun"?.';'  Tr'"'"'  ""'°  '*"  ^"'"^  °'  ministering!  u,,; 
^    me  Duiidlng  up  of  the  body  of  Christ." 

Our  subject  this  evening  is  '•  The  Anglican  Church  an.l 
the  Doctrnic  of  Apostolic  Succession,"  and  I  „ish  to 
admit  at  the  outset  that  it  is  an  unusual  subject  for  a  ser- 
mon, and  one  presenting  considerable  difficulties.  On  the 
other  hand  in  a  course  of  sermons  on  "  Church  Unity  " 
It  IS  impossible  to  omit  it.  And  so  it  has  seemed  to  me 
better  boldly  and  plainly  to  attack  it,  rather  than  to  rele- 
gate It  to  an  insignificant  place  in  some  other  sermon  of  the 
series,  and  since  the  subject  is  a  large  one,  it  has  been 
necessary  to  give  to  it  two  of  this  series  of  student 
ser^ions  on  Christian  Unity.* 

And  these  two  sermons  will  deal  with  two  distinct  points 
J  he  .Anglican  Church  in  her  formularies  clearlv  states  that 
Ho  y  Scripture  is  the  ultimate  source  of  her  doctrine,  and 
that  only  such  things  as  are  to  be  found  in  Holy  Scripture 
are  necessary  to  salvation.  Our  first  enquirv  then  will  be 
concerning  the  testimony  of  Holy  Scripture  to  the  doctrine 
°^J^Po^hc    Succession.      Then    next    month    we    shall 

ion'chn'stiarun'ir"  '"'  """'''  '"""  ""'  "'  '  "^""^  "'  — 


examine  our  own  formularies  together  with  the  utterances 
of  some  of  the  leading  theologians  of  the  church  so  far  as 
they  bear  upon  this  subject,  and  try  tu  express  as  clearly 
as  possible  what  is  the  precise  attitude  of  the  Anglican 
Church  to  this  question  of  the  ministry  of  the  church. 


Before  we  examine  the  testimony  of  Holy  Scripture, 
let  us  try  and  get  as  clear  an  idea  as  possible  of  what  we' 
mean  by  two  of  the  terms  wc  shall  use.  The  term  Apos- 
tolic Succession  means  that  Christ  organised  a  church,  of 
which  His  apostles  were  the  first  officers,  that  they  pro- 
ceeded to  appoint  bishops,  priests  and  deacons  as  a  three- 
folrl  mmistry,  which  in  some  sort  correspond  to  the  Hi-^h 
Priest,  Priest  and  Levite  of  the  Old  Testament  dispensa- 
tion. 1  hat  only  bishops  can  consecrate  other  bishops  or 
ordain  presbyters  and  deacons.  This  church  thus  'de- 
finitely, not  to  say  rigidly,  constituted  is  the  Divinclv 
appointed  trustee  of  the  grace  of  God.  Its  ministers  are 
the  stewards  of  God's  mysteries  and  uo  others  can  be 
When  there  is  not  E,.iscopal  ordination  of  ministers,  there 
IS  no  church,  there  are  no  sacraments,  even  the  preaching 
IS  irrejrular  and  unauthorized.  To  put  it  in  the  briefest 
possible  way.  There  is  no  salvation  out  of  the  Church, 
and  there  is  no  Church  without  bishops.i 

This  is  the  theory  of  Apostolic  Succession.  Rut  I  freely 
admit  that  most  people  are  somewhat  less  rigid  than  their 
theories.  The  Roman  Church  itself  distinguishes  between 
what  it  calls  the  body  and  soi.I  of  the  Church,  and  admits 
that  pious  Protestants  may  belong  to  the  soul,  although 
not   belonging  to  the   body  of  the   Church.      And    High 
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Churclinicn,  who,  as  honest  men,  and  often  liberally  minded 
and  charitable,  cannot  close  their  eyes  to  the'  obvious 
possession  of  the  grace  of  God  by  Presbyterians, 
AlL-thodists  and  otliers,  admit  that  there  are  many  ex- 
ceptions to  the  rule,  and  that  God  does  not  tie  Himselt 
up  to  11  is  own  rules.  Xormally  they  say,  the  Grace  of 
God  is  tied  to  the  Apostolic  Succession,  but  there  arc  many 
abnormal  circumstances  and  we  cannot  deny  that  the  G-.acc 
of  God  is  manifested  in  the  lives  of  many  who  are  not  of 
the  true  Church  - 

There  is  another  term  which  is  often  confused  with 
Apostolic  Succession,  but  ought  to  be  regarded  as  dis- 
tinct from  it.  viz.,  the  term  Historic  Episcopate,  which 
means  that  as  a  matter  of  historic  fact  the  institution  of 
Kpiscopacy  may  be  traced  back  to  Apostolic  times,  but 
says  nothing  as  to  its  necessity  to  the  constitution  of  a 
church,  although  laying  stress  upon  the  antiquity  and  wide 
extent  of  this  institution. 

Such  is  the  meaning  of  the  two  terms  which  I  would 
ask  you  to  keep  quite  distinct  in  your  minds. 

II. 

The  careful  perusal  of  the  Gospels  renders  two  things 
fairly  clear,  (i)  That  Christ  contemplated  a  Christian 
Society  or  Church,  i.e.,  an  organised  body  of  his  disciples 
to  carry  on  His  work,  and  (2)  that  He  never  gave  to  His 
disciples  or  apostles  a  stereotyped  pattern  of  church 
government.  There  is  no  record  that  Christ  ever  used 
the  words  bishop,  presbyter  or  deacon,  no  record  that  He 
ever  said  that  the  mmistry  of  His  church  was  to  be  three- 
fold, or  twofold.     Perhaps  some  of  us  may  wish  that  He 
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confidence  an7tn,st  in  N      '  'T"'  "'  P-'opo-'^itions,  but 
in  His  footsteps  '"  """  ^"^  '  ^°"-""-"  f°"owing 

the  Christian  has   'o';  i  "el,"   ,S  '^    w     '"^  ""'  ^''^''^'^ 
these  thinjvs  ii  will  ^rZ  ^^^"  ^^  consider 

not  have  Sven  anv  cLt     '"       "'""■"  '"=''  ''''"''  ^"^-''d 

As  p>'i>Hpf  Zot^^s^r^M^rH;:;';::::::'  ;^  f  ^  "'^"^^''• 
-sr-:^j--SsSsr^^ 

declare  when  or  tw  3  s'f""  "'  """"'P'  "^  ^id  not 
tered.  All  these  twL  t  '"■^7'"<='"«  should  be  adminis- 
■ifeof  the  chn  ch  tZJ'T  '''^"r'^^^  °"'  °f  ^^e  free 
always  the  same  v.  V  "  *°  '''""^"'  ^^  '^e  Gospel, 
changing  a^^M'-  '''  '"''"^'^  ''^  -"i'ude  towards   each 

th'trwhiS^'etri:r"/°  "^  ^^^^  °^  ^-^^  ^p-*'-. 

«es  Of  St.  PeteVars  .S.rsfT'/'-  '"^  ^^^'^'- 
the  scenes,  and  then   (2)  limit '         ,r  '  ^PP^^""^  "P°n 

St.  Paul's  n,issiona"i?ulneys       "^^"  '°  *'^«=  ""-tive  of 
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Here  now  if  Christ  gave  definite  instructions  with  respect 
to  the  organisation  of  the  ministry  of  His  Church,  we  should 
expect  to  sec  them  put  in  operation,  and  carefully  recorded 
But  we  find  nothing  of  the  kind.     We  find  the  Apostles 
and  their  friends  to  the  number  of  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  assembled  in  Jerusalem.     In  the  course  of  a  few 
weeks  there  is  a  visible  outpouring  of  the  Holv  Spirit  upon 
them,  not,  mark,  upon  the  Apostles  ouiy,  but  twice  we  are 
told  upon  all  of  them,  and  "  ihey  were  all  filled  with  the 
Holy  Spirit.     So  we  learn  not  of  a  special  and  exclusive 
outpouring  of  the  Spirit  upon  the  Apostles,  but  upon  what 
was    then    the    entire    crtmmunitv  of  believers.       In   other 
words  the  whole  church  is  the  Spirit-bearing  bodv,  not  the 
mmistiy  only.     The  Holy  Ghost  is  for  all.     And  it  is  just 
this  very  point  that  St.  Peter  elaborates  in  the  first  part 
of  his  speech.     I  wish  that  time  permitted  of  my  dwelling 
more  fully  on  this  point,  one  of  fundamental  importance 
but  we  must   leave   it    now    to   pass   on    with    the   story 
The  Apostles  preach  with  great  success,  several  thou- 
sands  are  added   to  their  number,  and   the  organisation 
begins.     The  new     converts     are     baptized,     they    break 
bread    together,    and    they    have    common     prayers      It 
IS  at  this   point  we   might  have  expected  to  hear  some- 
thing of  the  appointment  of  the  threefold  ministry.      But 
so  far  we  hear  nothing  of  the  ministry.     But   with   the 
rapid  growth  of  the  church,  it  was  inevitable  that  all  the 
work    could    not    be    done    by    the    Apostles.      In    their 
zeal     for    preaching,    whicli    they    felt    was    their    especial 
task,   some   disorders   occurred    in    the   administration   of 
the  poor  funds.      You  will  find  the  details  in  the  sixth 
chapter  of  Acts.     Now,  at  any  rate  we  should  have  sup- 
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posed  1,0  Apostles  would  ha>.e  proceeded  to  elaborate  the 
threefold  m.n.stry,  but  they  neither  do  this,  nor  do  they 
say  anything  about  it.  They  do  what  any  society  of 
earnest  and  sinccre-niuided  men  would  do  to-day  To 
meet  a  special  emergency  they  appoh.t  special  officers. 
They  do  not  call  these  men  .leacons.  They  are  never 
calle<l  deacons  in  the  \ew  Testament.  They  do  not  give 
hem  any  particular  title.  Ihcy  say  to  the  members  of 
the  church.     Look  out.  select,  or  elect,  seven  men  of  good 

■"fP"" "''"""  we  may  appoint  over  this  matter      The 

election  is  made  and  the    seven    are    installed  into  their 
office  by  prayer  and  the  laying  on  of  hands.' 

There  is  no  direct  evidence  that  this  narrative  describes 
the  ong,n  of  the  diaconate.  but  it  is  by  no  means  impro- 
bable that  It  does. 

Of  the  institution  of  the  presbyterate.  i.e.,  the  second 
order  of  the  ministry,  we  have  no  record  at  all.  nor  of  the 
episcopate. 

We  read  of  presbyters  or  elders,  however,  in  the  eleventh 
chapter  of  Acts,  where  we  are  told   that  the  Christians  of 
Antioch    sent    aid    to    Chri.^tians    <n    distres.s    at    ferusalem, 
sending  it  to  the  elders  by  the  hand  of  Barnabas  and 
haul.       There  is  then  no  doubt  that  this  office  was  of  very 
early  foundation.     But  though  nothing  is  said  as  to  the 
beginning  or  institution  of  the  office  of  elder  we  may  form 
a   reasonable  conjecture   as   to   the   origin   of  this   office. 
Every  Jewish  synagogue  was  managed  and  governed  by  a 
body  of  elders.     The  first  Christians  in  Jerusalem  did  not 
altogether  separate  themselves  from  the  worship  of  their 
people,  but  they  had  separate  meetings  for  prayer,  and  for 
the  celebration  of  the   Eucharist,  and  nothing  would  be 
more    natural    than    that    these    Christian   synagogues,    (a 
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name  applied  to  them  more  than  once)  should  continue  the 
mode  of  orRanisation  to  which  they  were  accuMomed. 
I  his  would  easily  account  for  no  speci-  reference  being 
made  to  the  institution  of  this  order  oi  ministers.  In  a 
sense  it  was  never  instituted  but  was  simplv  taken  over 
from  the  synagogue." 

The  word  bishop  occurs  in  both  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles 
and  in  St.  Paul's  Epistles.  It  means  superintendent  or 
overseer.  It  was  a  Greek  word  and  used  amongst  the 
Greeks  long  before  the  time  of  Christ,  for  "  the  treasurers 
or  wardens  of  their  Temples,  or  the  elected  officers  of  . 
guild  or  a  confraternity  whether  of  a  religious  or  of  a 
purely  social  character."  -To  the  Jew"  writes  Dr. 
Rashdall  of  Oxford  "the  Christian  Church  naturally  pre- 
sented Itself  as  a  new  synagogue;  to  the  Gentile  as  a  new 
gmld  or  confraternity.  So  amongst  the  Jews  the  word 
presbyter  or  elder  was  used,  and  amongst  the  Gentiles 
episcopos  or  overseer.  For  it  has  lon^  been  known  that 
in  the  New  Testament  Bishops  and  Presbyters  are  not 
two  separate  orders  as  with  us,  but  one  order  under 
different  names,  or  at  most  descriptive  of  difTerent  func- 
tions performed  by  the  same  order. 

I  will  give  one  passage  which  shows  this.  In  the  Acts 
of  the  Apostles  we  are  told  that  St.  Paul  on  his  way  to 
Jerusalem,  invited  the  frcsbyicn  of  Ephesus  to  meet  him 
at  Miletus.  In  the  course  oi  his  addiess  he  speaks  to 
these  same  presbyters  in  these  terms.     "Take  heed  to  your- 

uT  ^"f  '°  ^"  '^^  ^°^^'  '"  "'^  ^hich  the  Holy  Ghost 
hath  made  you  bishops." 

How  out  of  the  body  of  presbyters  or  bishops  one  became 
the  chief  and  the  title  of  bishop  was  limited  to  him  we 
cannot  enquire  now,  for  we  are  limited  to  the  New  Tes- 
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lament  evidence  tliis  cvcninj,'.  ( )nly  one  more  point  under 
this  head  need  l)c  noticed.  In  Jerur,alcni  we  find  St. 
James  who  is  called  the  Lords  brother.  occupyinR  a  posi- 
,ion  ot  presidency,  similar  to  that  of  a  modern  bishop. 
This  appears  to  he  an  exceptional  case,  due  probalily  to 
the  exalted  relationship  of  St.  James.  Ajfain  in  the 
Epistles  to  Timothy  and  Titus,  we  find  that  these  two  men 
had  an  exceptional  positio!!,  usually  stvkd  that  of  .Apostolic 
delegate,  which  Ra\e  ihem  a  temporary  jurisdiction  over 
the  preshytcrs  and  bishops;  and,  it  is  (|uitc'  possible 
that  the  position  of  St.  James  and  that  of  Timothy  and 
Titus  may  have  influenced  the  later  development  of  the 
e|)isc()pate.  in  our  sense  of  the  word,  out  of  the  presbyter,. to. 
This  development  is  counecled  by  both  Gcrm'm  and 
English  writers  with  the  name  ol  St.  John  and  is  therefore 
apostolic — or  within  the  apostolic  times. 

But  in  all  this  it  must  be  perfectly  clear  to  the  candid 
student  that  there  is  no  sign  of  tlie  existence  of  any  direc- 
tion of  Our  Lord,  or  of  any  intention  on  the  part  of  the 
Apostles  to  organise  the  '-hureh  ministry  from  the  first, 
after  any  unchangeable  pattern  whatsoever.  Not  a  word  nr 
an  act  that  indicates  anything  of  the  sort. 

The  Christian  ministry  grew  out  of  the  Christian  body. 
That  body  had  an  inherent  Spirit  or  Divine  Life  in  it,  and 
under  the  pressure  of  circumstances  it  developed  that  form 
of  ministry  which  was  appropriate  to  che  particular  needs 
of  the  time. 

Permit  me  to  fortify  this  position  from  the  writings  of 
i)r.  Sanday,  of  C)xford,  beyond  all  question  the  greatest 
New  Testament  scholar  in  England.  He  points  out  that 
the  history  of  the  organisation  of  the  church  is  to  some  ex-    ; 
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j  tint  obscure,  hut  says  that  "  if  wc  could  trace  the  setiuence 

I  of  events  wc  shduUl  prDhahly  find  that  each  stape  of  tlic 

I  history  (of  cluirch  organisation)  grew  out  of  the  hist  by  an 

'•  unforced   and   natural    process."      "The   important    point 

for  us  is  that  if  we  had  been  living  then  we  should  have 

seen  the  episcopate  grow  u\<  roun<l  us— it  is  very  probable 

-(gradually  and  imperceptibly   from  such   natural  causes. 

It  did  not  drop  from  the  sliies.     It  was  not  instituted  by  a 

voice  from  Heaven."" 

<  )ncc  more  he  says  "  We  sii.ill  form  a  wroni;  idea  if  we 

i     link  of  the  prowth  of  the  Christian   ministry,  aftir  the 

'  manner  of  the  Iraming  of  a  written  constitution The 

Chri.stian    mini.str} rather    grew     than    was    made. 

■  And  that  by  a  process  which  if  we  could  have  seen  it  we 

;  should  very  likely    have    described    as    quite  simple    and 

natural— //i()»;,r/,  hccaiisc  tialnnil  it  !s  not  to  be  ji//>/>y.r(  ■  that 

it  is  any  the  less  Providential." 

J      How  important  that  last  line  is.     Would  that  one  might 

i  dwell  upon  it.      Why  should  the  Church  so  often  regard 

the  natural  as  opposed  to  what  we  call  the  supernatural. 

Is  God  not  in  nature  at  all?     Not  in  the  sunrise  and  the 

"iunsctting,  not  in  the  mighty   forces  that  have  produced 

I  this  marvellous  world?       There  is  nothing  the  Cluirch  and 

t  Christian    people   need    more    to-day   than   to   realize   the 

\  Divine  Life  in  what  we  call  the  natural.      And  so  if  we 

:  say  that  the  constitution  of  the  Church  was  a  natural  pro- 

I  cess,  we  mean  this,  that  it  was  not  shaped  a  priori,  that 

I  it    was    not   a  cast    iron    system  to  be  eternally  unchanged, 

I  bui  that  it  was  formed  and  moulded  by  the  circumstances 

I  which  surrounded  it.     But  the  inner  life  and  energy  which 
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gave  it  this  adaptive  power  is  a  Divine  Life— the  Life  of 
the  Spirit  of  God. 

in. 

We   must  turn  now  for  a  moment  to  another  kind  of 
evidence  which  leads  straight  to  the  same  conclusion. 

if  you  look  at  the  opening  words  of  St.  Paul's  Epistles 
you  will  find  that  though  addressed  to  churches -the 
Church  of  Rome,  the  Church  of  Corinth,  the  Churches  of 
Galatia  and  so  on,  yet  all  of  them  are  addressed,  not 
to  the  b,.hop  or  even  the  clergy,  but  to  the  entire 
Church  We  cannot  conceive  of  a  modern  bishop,  say  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  addressing  the  Anglicans  in  Can- 
ada and  not  addressing  them  through  the  Bishops  or  the 
Pnmate.  But  St.  Paul  never  does  anything  of  this  kind. 
Even  m  his  Epistle  to  the  Philippians,  though  mentioning 
bishops  and  deacons,  he  addresses  his  letter  primariy  to 
the  whole  Church-"  Paul  and  Timothy,  servants  of  Christ 
Jesus,  to  all  the  saints  in  Christ  Jesus  which  are  at 
1  hihppi  with  the  bishops  and  deacons." 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  indicates  (i)  a  very  incomplete 
organisation,  and  (2)  no  very  pronounced  distinction  as  yet 
between  clergy  and  laity.  The  whole  Church  is  the  Spirit- 
bearing  body,  and  so  the  Apostle  addressed  the  whole 
Church  and,  save  to  the  Philippians,  Church  officials  are 
not  even  mentioned. 

Again,  when  in  i  Corinthians  a  certain  flagrant  offender 
.s  to  be  disciplined,  St.  Paul  first  of  all  directs  that  the 
whole  Church  (not  the  ministry  in  particular)  shall  deal 
with  him,  and  when  he  proved  repentant,  the  Apostle  again 
directed  that  the  whole  Church  should  restore  him 
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Further,  in  two  places  the  Apostle  mentions  various  liinds 
1  of  workers,  more  or  less  official.  Thus,  in  i  Corinthians  12, 
I  he  says:  "God  hath  set  some  in  the  Church,  first  Apos- 
tles; secondly,  prophets;  thirdly,  teachers ;  then  miracles : 
then  gifts  of  healings,  helps,  governments  divers  kinds  of 
tongues."  And  in  my  text,  "And  He  gave  son.e  to  be 
apostles,,  and  some  prophets,  and  some  evangelists,  and 
some  pastors  and  teachers."  In  neither  of  these  texts  are 
either  bishops,  presbyters  or  deacons  mentioned.  How  can 
we  suppose  that  the  threefold  ministry,  pure  and  simple 
existed  from  the  beginning  as  an  essential  form  of  Church 
organisation  ordained  by  Christ  and  carried  out  by  His 
apostles,  and  yet  in  two  lists  of  different  kinds  of  workers 
neither  bishops,  presbyters  or  deacons  are  mentioned. 
These  whom  St.  Paul  mentioned  were  probably  not  regu- 
larly ordained  or  set  apart  men,  but  rather  what  we  should 
call  church  workers,  people  with  special  gifts.  Out  of 
these  by  a  natural  and  necessary  process  the  regular  min- 
istry of  the  church  was  gradually  first  developed  and  then 
fixed. 

These  things  amply  confirm  what  has  been  already 
stated,  but  I  may  fortify  the  statements  of  Dr.  Sanday  by 
thase  of  one  or  two  other  scholars.  Dr.  Hort  of  Cam- 
bridge, the  companion  and  equal  scholar  with  Lightfoot 
and  Westcott,  says,  "  There  is  no  trace  in  the  Xew  Testa- 
ment that  any  ordinances  on  this  subject  were  prescribed 
by  the  Lord,  or  that  any  such  ordinances  were  set  up  as 
permanently  binding  by  the  Twelve,  or  by  St.  Paul,  o.  the 
Church  at  large."  There  is  no  doubt  that  Light- 
foot  and  \A^estcott  entirely  agreed  with  this  position. 
And  these  four  men— Lightfoot,  Westcott,  Hort  and  San- 
day, are  the  four  supremely  great  New  Testament  scholars 
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of  our  times.  I  lay  stress  upon  this  because  I  do  not  want 
anyone  to  suppose  that  the  conception  of  the  ministry 
which  I  have  briefly  set  before  you,  is  something  quite 
new,  or  that  I  am  arrogant  enough  to  set  forth  confidently 
what  IS  s.mply  my  own.  It  has  behind  it  the  authority  of 
the  most  honoured  names  in  both  the  universities  of  Ox- 
ford and  Cambridge.  It  hi-,  been  expounded  not  only  in 
books  meant  for  the  few.  but  in  popular  books,  in  magazine 
articles,  in  church  :icwspapcrs,  and  in  sermons.  At  the 
present  time  when  great  changes  seem  to  be  impending, 
It  seems  not  only  right  but  even  necessarv  that  this  view 
of  the  matter  should  be  laid  before  congregations  such  as 
this,  of  intelligent  men  and  women  of  our  great  cities. 

I  have  said  before,  and  I  say  it  again,  that  I  cannot 
conceive  of  any  more  interesting  subject,  or  any  more  prac- 
tical cause  that  can  be  adopted  than  this  of  the  greater 
unity  of  the  Christian  people  in  this  great  and  growing 
Dominion. 

Is   there   not   something   pathetically   ridiculous    in   the    ' 
spectacle  presented  by  many  a  small  village  in  Canada-<.f    i 
from  tour  to  six  struggling  congregations  where  one  would    ' 
suffice.       What    pitiable   struggles    to    pay   the    wretched 
salaries    of   four   or   six    ministers    where    two    would    do 
all   the   work.      What  ingenuity   is   displayed   in   devising 
fresh  means  of  inducing  people  to  give  their  quarters  and 
ten  cent  pieces  to  some  novel  entertainment.    More  and  more 
sensible  men  are  feeling  the  absurdity  of  the  position,  and 
quietly  losing  interest  in  work  which  displavs  such  waste 
of  energy,  much  of  which  after  all  is  not  devoted  to  the 
chief  objects  of  the  Church,  but  solely  to  its  financial  needs 
Do  not  misunderstand  me.     I  have  nothing  but  praise  for     : 
the  clergy  who  so  manfully  struggle  to  do  that  which  they    i 
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have  been  put  into  those  missions  to  do.  The  romance 
and  glamour  that  surrounds  the  foreign  missionary  is  not 
for  them.  They  know  not  of  one  year  in  seven  for  rest 
and  travel  and  the  addressing  of  gatherings  of  admiring 
people.  Year  in  and  year  out  they  plod  along  the  often 
bleak  and  arid  piith  of  duty  in  the  face  of  innumerable 
discourager-  .nts  and  disappointments.  They  are  not  to 
blame,  the  people  are  not  to  blame,  but  surely  the  heads  of 
our  various  denominations  should  get  face  to  face  with 
this  problem,  shoidd  grapple  with  it  in  a  businesslike  and 
commonsense  fashion.  Are  we  to  perpetuate  a  condition 
of  things  that  is  damaging  the  Church  far  more  than  the 
doctrine  of  evolution  or  llie  arguments  of  agnostics  in 
our  great  and  growing  Xorth-Westr  That  is  a  practical 
question  fraught  with  greater  issues  for  good  or  bad  than 
any  duestion  that  confronts  that  vast  territory — no  longer 
the  Great  Lone  Land — to-day.  Multitudes  are  louring 
over  the  prairies,  men  of  many  a  race,  like  those  multitudes 
that  swarmed  round  the  Apostles  on  the  day  of  Pente- 
cost—Parthians,  Medes  and  Elamites,  and  the  dwellers  in 
Mesopotamia,  and  in  Judca,  and  Cappadocia,  Pontus  and 
Asia.  So  in  the  Xorth-West.  Canadians,  Americans, 
Englishmen,  Irishmen,  and  Scotchmen,  French,  German, 
Russians.  Galicians,  Poles,  Chinamen,  Italians,  Greeks, 
Danes,  Swedes  and  Norwegians — such  are  the  elements 
out  of  which  a  nation  is  to  be  born.  And  if  the  Church 
can  go  to  them  as  one,  it  can  be  the  greatest  unifying, 
peace-giving:,  and  brotherhood-promoting  force  in  this 
glorious  work.  If  the  churches  refuse  to  face  this  ques- 
tion, then  the  real  work  of  God  will  be  done  by  others. 
The  gospel  of  brotherhood  and  unity,  and  love  of  country, 
will  be  promoted   not  l)y  the  cliurches,  but  bv  the  com- 
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mon  schools,  the  high  schools  and  the  universities 
wh.ch  know  no  division  of  creed  or  race,  and  to  tha  x: 
t  nt  at  least  will  be  doing  the  work  of  Christ.  whH  the 
churches  waste  their  strength  in  unprofitable  wrangl  ngs 
Many    years    ago    Mr.    Goldwin    Smith    uttered    these 

U    iket  a    iTst'  r",    ''"  '■    "  '"''=  """'°"  °^  Christendon, 
wouIH  h  ^"°'"'  ^  P'^"'"'  ^i"-      I'-'obably  it 

Ts  vv  II  .«'  ^r  '''^'"  *°  ''""^'"'y-  °"  philosophical 
as  wen  as  rehg.ous  grounds,  to  contribute  the  smallest 
umt  towards  th.s  consummation  than  to  construct  the 
As  hinir  ''^™""^'^^!'""  °^  the  free  personality  of  man. 
As  thmgs  are,  rationalism  and  fatalistic  reveries  may  be 
bononsly  confuted,  but  amidst  the  energies  and  aspira!  ! 

ouslv  Ls  '■'^'•"","*^^  Christendom  they  would  spontan- 
eously  pass  away. 

culariy-you   are  gomg  to  be  doctors,  and   lawyers    and 

re:":;:  ar?"'"^-^°"  ^^^  ^°'"^  *°  ^^  ^-'^-^  -1 

""  '  r  "  "'"  ^°'"^  *°  be  husbands  and  wives?  You 
are  now  c.t.zens  of  this  belovea  country.      Amongst  the 

peace  and  prosperity  and  harmony  the  religious  fo^ce 
stands  h,gh.  But  it  is  wasted,  it  is  maimed,  it  lags  along 
behmd  other  living  forces  and  influences,  because  it  is  f 
d.v,ded  force.     Y^t  i  ^o„d  ..^t  have  you  as  so  many  are 

tu  nM       ""  T-  7''"''''  ^'"'°"^'^  I  ^^  -ddeLd 

RelLon  .  """^   •"    -^""'^^P''   °'-   ^P-tienc 

Religion    s  a  great  power  still  in  human  life.     It  is  a  per- 
manent element  in  human  society-this  Christian  religion 
of  ours.      Oh    ,f  any  words  I  have  spoken  seem  to  you    j 
to  be  true  and  good,  then  listen  to  my  appeal  to  you  not 
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to  abandon  your  church  whatever  it  be,  but  from  within 
strive  to  strengthen  those  influences  which  to-day  are 
making  for  unity  and  harmony,  and  a  strong  and  united 
people. 

It  is  a  great  thing  to  have  influence.  Wherever  you  are 
you  have  opportunities  of  exerting  influence  of  various 
kinds  for  good.  Do  not  basely,  or  weakly,  or  indolently 
sacrifice  any  of  your  powers.  It  is,  of  course,  easy  to 
stand  outside  the  arena  of  life's  battle  and  carp  and  criti- 
cize, and  tell  the  fighters  what  a  miserable  hand  they  are 
making  of  it.  But  there  is  nothing  noble,  nothing  large- 
minded,  nothing  elevating  in  such  a  course.  Take  your 
part  and  lot  in  the  world  of  business,  and  of  politics,  of 
education  and  municipal  affairs,  and  in  the  world  of  reli- 
gion. Here  are  words,  not  my  own,  which  I  give  you  for 
inspiration  and  guidance :  "  The  Church  is  now  weak, 
and  among  the  causes  of  her  weakness  are  doubt,  division 
and  dogmatism.  To  renew  her  youth  and  make  a  fresh 
start  in  the  career  of  victory  she  needs  certainty,  concord 
and  a  simplified  Creed.'"' 
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NOTES  TO  FIRST  SERMON 

In  a  courteous  letter  a  clergyman  of  the  City  of  Montreal  pointed 
QUt  to  me  that  he  thought  this  'Statement  of  the  doctrine  of  Apos- 
tolic Succession  was  too  rigid  and  calculated  to  leave  a  false  im- 
pression upon  the  mind.  1  promised  him  that  I  would  state  his 
opinion  from  the  pulpit,  a  promise  which  has  been  duly  redeemed. 
But  1  cannot  alter  the  text  of  the  sermon  because  1  still  believe  it 
s  accurate  and  fair.  Thus,  Haddan  in  his  work  on  Apostolical 
Succession,  says:  "It  d.i-..  Apostolical  Succession)  means,  in  a  few 
words,  without  Bishops  no  Presbyters,  without  Bishops  and  Presby- 
ters no  legitimate  certainty  of  sacraments,  without  sacraments  no 
certain  union  with  Christ,  and  without  that  union  no  salvation." 

Haddan  proceeds  to  limit  the  stringency  of  this  logic  in  practically 
the  same  manner  as  is  done  in  my  sermon. 

'  The  trouble  with  this  theory  ot  "  exceptional  grace,"  is  twofold. 
In  the  first  place,  the  exceptions  are  too  numerous.  God's  Grace 
is  given  to  unepiscopically  constituted  churches  not  only  where  Epis- 
copal Churches  are  few  and  far  between,  but  where  they  are  abundant. 
In  the  study  of  grammar  if  we  found  the  exceptions  to  a  rule  almost, 
in  some  instances  even  more  numerous  than  the  cases  that  came  under 

we  should  sav  there  was  somethinK  wrong  with  the  rule. 

In  the  second  place,  under  the  theory  of  exceptional  grace,  it  is 
very  hard  to  answer  the  objec*  on  made  in  all  good  faith  that  the 
Almighty  seems  to  com-' .-e  at  sunism. 

'  With  reference  to  this  point  we  may  compare  the  words  of  Dr. 
Latham,  formerly  Master  of  Trinity  Hall,  Cambridge,  whose  excel- 
'ent  book  on  the  Training;  of  the   .-Xpostles    (Pastor   Pa^torum)    was 

widely  read  and   highlv  approved.      "  O'lr  Lord leaves  behind 

Him  men  suited  to  direct  a  religious  movement,  but  He  organises 
none  Himself.  Me  never  baptized,  never  instituted  rules,  laws  or 
fasts,  or  stated  seasons  of  prayer;  it  is  not  till  He  leaves  the  earth 
that  He  enjoins  the  Sacraments  of  His  Church.  It  was  to  be  left 
to  man  to  put  all  into  shape.  For  the  outer  form  belongs  to  man, 
and  if  He  had  Himself  adopted  any  particular  practice  in  any  of  the 
works  above  named,  men  might  imagine  that  this  was  binding  for 
evermore  and  had  a  virtue  in  itself."     (Page  222). 

It  seems  obvious  to  remark  that  in  spite  of  the  above  noted  facts, 
so  rooted  in  men's  minds  is  the  love  of  forms  above  principles  that  they 
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nave  done  just  this  very  thing,  which  our  Siviour  so  sedulously 
(voided.  ' 

Again,  Latham  says ;  "  It  may  be  asked,  '  Why  did  not  our  Lord 
do  as  St  Paul  did?"  Why  did  He  not  'ordain  Elders  in  every  city' 
and  establish  His  religion  territorially,  step  by  step,  just  as  an  advanc- 
ing army  occupies  the  ground  it  has  won; '  ("his  is  part  of  the  wider 
question     Why  did  not  our  Lord  found  a  Church  Himself;'  to  which 

an  answer  has  been  given  before What  has  been  said  of  Ritual 

applies  to  Church  Government  as  well.  Cluircli  politics,  like  forms  of 
secular  government,  were  to  be  formed  by  men  of  each  age  for  them- 
selves, and  to  lay  down  a  system  for  which  a  Divine  authority  would 
inevitably  be  claimed,  would  bar  all  human  intervention  in  matters 
ecclesiastical."  (Page  236).  llie  remainder  of  the  quotation  is 
interesting  and  still  more  strongly  fortifies  Dr.  Latham's  position,  but 
enough  has  been  quoted  to  render  his  meaning  clear. 

u*  J''f  .whole  point  of  St.  Peter's  address  is  destroyed  unless  the 
Holy  bpirit  fell  upon  all  the  disciples  of  Christ  who  were  present  on 
the  day  of  Pentecost.  For  St.  Peter  sees  in  that  event  the  fulfil- 
ment of  un  Old  Testament  prediction  of  a  day  to  come  when  the  old 
divisions  between  men  peculiarly  endowed  and  their  less  highly  gifted 
brethren  should  be  broken  down. 

•For  the  use  of  the  term  Synagogue  for  a  Cl.ristian  church,  see 
St.  James,  11  2.  It  is  similarly  used  by  Ignatius,  and  Clement  of 
Alexandria— Cf.  Art.  Synagogue,  in  Smith's  Dictionary  of  the  Bible 
and  Schuerer,     The  Jewish  People  in  the  Time  of  Christ." 

"The  Synagogue,"  writes  the  late  Dean  Plumptre.  "was  the  order 
with  which  the  first  Christian  believers  were  most  familiar,  from  which 
they  were  most  likely  to  take  the  outlines,  or  even  the  details,  of  the 
worship,  organisation,  government  of  their  own  society.  Widely 
divergent  as  the  two  words  and  things  they  represented  afterwards 
became,  the  Ecclesia  had  its  starting  point  in  the  Synagogue."  Sanday 
with  reference  to  the  presbyteratc,  writes,  "  It  is  now  generally  agreed 
that  this  IS  nothing  else  than  the  standing  office  of  the  Jewish  Svna- 
gogue  transferr-d  to  the  Christian  Church."  The  Conception  of 
Priesthood,  p.  5y.  ' 

.<7^^l^-  '"■  "°  ?".*'°sy  whatever  between  the  Jewish  priesthood  and 
the  Chnstian  ministry.  It  would  be  easy  to  demonstrate  the  essential 
difference  between  the  tvro.  But  since  no  scholar  of  the  present  dav 
more""  ^'     *"  *""^'  ^"'^''  ^"  ^"^^°«y-  ''  '«  not  necessary  to  say 

•See  Note  5  of  the  Second  Sermon. 

'  Bruce,  "The  Chief  End  of  Revelation." 
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SERMON    II 

Eph,  iv.  11.  12.—"  Anil  he  unvp  »i)mp  to  be  apnntlen  and  numo 
prnphem;  nnd  Home  evangellatg;  and  «i)me  piutorii  and  teachem; 
for  the  perfictlng  of  the  Bainta.  unto  the  work  of  mhilsterlnn  unto 
the  building  up  of  the  bo<ly  of  Christ." 

\Vc  have  considered  the  question  of  the  way  in  which 
the  Christian  ministry  came  into  being,  so  far  as  wc 
may  learn  from  the  New  Testament.  We  have  seen 
that  there  is  ro  reason  to  suppose  that  our  Lord  gave 
imy  fixed  constitution  to  His  Church.  He  did  not 
delinc  wliethcr  it  was  to  be  Episcopal  or  Preshvterian, 
or  Congregational.  Nor  is  there  any  evidence  that  the 
\postles  had  any  fixed  constitution  for  the  Church,  which 
they  imposed  upon  it  in  the  course  of  their  missionary 
labors. 

What  the  evidence  of  the  New  Testament  shows  is 
this:  That  our  Lord  contemplated  a  society  as  the  out- 
come of  his  preaching  and  teaching.  That  the  nucleus  of 
this  society  existed  already  before  the  Ascension.  That  it 
was  not  an  organised  society,  it  had  no  constitution; 
but  in  it  the  Apostles  had  a  natural  position  of  leader- 
ship. The  constitution  of  the  Church  or  the  organisation 
of  the  Church  proceeded  according  as  fresh  needs  arose. 
In  Apostolic  times  there  were  several  classes,  or  orders,  of 
ministers  that  have  now  disappeared  as  Apostles,  Prophets, 
Evangelists. 

W'ithin  the  pages  of  the  New  Testament  we  do  not  find 
the  bishop,   in   our  sense  of  the  world.     Bishops  there  are 
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always  synonymous  with  Elders  or  Tresbyters.  Deacons 
are  also  mentioned.  We  have  also  Apostolic  Delegates 
like  Timothy  and  Titits,  whilst  in  Jerusalem  we  have  some- 
thing like  the  modern  bishop,  in  the  position  occupied  by 
St.  James,  who,  however,  was  not  an  Apostle. 

The  New  Testament  writings  came  to  an  end  with  the 
first  century.  For  at  least  seventy  years  after  this  there 
i.s  but  little  light  to  be  gained  regarding  the  history  of 
the  church.  But  such  documents  as  we  possess  bear  out 
the  theory  that  the  organisation  of  the  church  was  a  gra- 
dual development,  under  the  stimulus  of  new  needs  and 
fresh  conditions.  The  two  men  who  some  thirty  years 
ago  gave  tliis  su?)ject  their  most  thorough  and  impartial 
consideration  were  Bishop  Lightfoot  and  the  German 
Rothe'— tlie  one  an  Episcopalian,  the  other  a  Presbyterian. 
But  both  arrived  at  the  same  conclusion,  viz.,  that  the 
episcopate  was  a  development  out  of  the  pre.sbyterate. 
That  is,  that  in  the  larger  churches  there  were  a  number 
of  presbyters,  that  little  by  little  the  tendency  grew  for 
one  of  these  presbyters  to  become  a  perpetual  chairman 
and  so  to  be  the  chief  in  the  chnrch.  Lightfoot  and  Rothe 
arrived  at  this  view  independently,  and  what  is  of  more 
importance,  both  associated  this  development  of  the  bishop 
out  of  the  presbyter  with  the  name  and  work  of  St.  John- 
So  that  the  Bishop  does,  as  a  matter  of  historic  record, 
go  back  to  apostolic  times.  And  this  is  why  I  venture 
earnestly  to  contend  for  a  distinction  of  meaning  between 
the  terms  Apostolic  succession  and  Historic  episcopate. 
The  first  term  implies  that  the  episcopate  was  r.rdained 
by  the  apostles  as  the  one  perpetual  means  of  the  continu- 
ance of  the  church.  For  this  position  my  contention  is 
that  there  is  no  evidence. 
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The  other  tenn,  Histori  Epucopaf.  implies  that  the 
episcopate  as  a  matter  of  histiiic  fact,  -.merges  about  the 
close  of  the  Apostolic  period  thai  it  hen  continues  with 
some  further  developments  of  form,  down  to  our  own  day, 
and  that  upon  this  ground  it  may  reasonably  be  proposed 
as  a  suitable  form  of  government  for  a  united  church. 

I. 

My  task  this  evening  is  to  show  what  the  attitude  of 
the  Reformed  Church  of  England  was  to  this  question. 
The  subject  is  a  complicated  one,  but  I  trust  to  be  able  to 
make  the  general  truth  of  the  matter  fairly  clear. 

First  let  me  remind  you  of  the  principles  which 
guided  the  reformers  of  the  Anglican  Church.  They  were 
these:  (i)  to  be  scriptural;  (2)  to  retain  those  things  that 
were  ancient,  provided  that  they  were  not  in  their  judgment 
superstitious.  Hence  they  did  not,  like  some  other  re- 
formed bodies,  do  away  with  the  Liturgy.  It  was  ancient, 
there  was  nothing  unscriptural  about  it.  The  Book  of 
Common  Prayer  is  bnilt  up  out  of  a  number  of  the  service 
books  of  the  church,  with  all  the  elements  regarded  by  the 
reformers  as  unscriptural,  or  unedifying,  or  superstitious, 
carefully  eliminated. 

In  like  manner  Episcopacy  was  retained  as  being  Apos- 
tolic and  ancient.  The  Reformers  saw  no  reason  why  it 
should  be  abolished.  They  therefore  retained  it,  and  de- 
cided that  only  those  who  had  been  episcopally  ordained 
should  minister  in  the  Church  of  England.  Every  church 
has  the  right  to  its  own  forms  of  a.dmission  to  the  ministry. 
The  Church  of  England,  on  the  ground  that  the  orders  of 
bishops,  priests  and  deacons  have  been  in  existence  from 


35 


the  Apostles  time,  and  that  they  have  been  ever  since  con- 
tinued, decided  that  only  those  who  have  episcopal 
ordination  shall  be  admitted  to  minister  in  her  churches. 

But  the  point  whicli  seems  to  me  of  the  chief  impor- 
tance, and  one  which  T  hope  to  be  able  to  show  has  a 
practical  bearing  upon  conditions  here  in  Canada  is  this: 
When  the  Church  of  England  said  that  it  was  evident 
that  from  the  Apostles  time  there  had  been  these  three 
orders  of  ministers  in  Christ's  Church,  and  therefore  none, 
was  to  be  accounted  a  lawful  priest,  bishop  or  deacon  in 
the  Church  of  England  unless  he  were  episcopally  ordained: 
did  the  Church  of  England  intend  to  teach  not  only  that 
no  one  not  thus  ordained  had  a  right  to  minister  in  the 
Church  of  England,  but  that  they  were  not  ministers  at 
all? 

Now  in  our  law  courts,  when  there  is  a  doubt  about 
the  interpretation  of  a  law,  the  previous  judgments  or 
rulings  of  judges  are  consulted.  And  in  like  manner 
the  exact  meaning  of  a  formulary  of  the  church  can  some- 
times be  elucidated  by  reference  to  the  theological  writings 
of  representative  theologians  of  the  period  when  that 
formulary  was  drawn  up. 

As  briefly  as  possible,  then,  we  will  examine  some  of 
these  writings. 

Take  first  Archbishop  Cranmer,  who  had  more  to  do 
with  our  prayer-book  than  anyone  else.  He  did  not  hold 
that  bishops  are  necessary  to  the  constitution  of  a  church. 
When  King  Edward  VI  died  Cranmer  was  endeavouring  to 
bring  all  the  reformed  churches,  i.e.,oi  France  and  Ger- 
many as  well  as  of  Great  Britain,  into  one  communion, 
each  national  church  to  retain  its  own  forms  and  formu- 
laries.2     After  the  troubled  times  of  Queen  Mary,  Arch- 
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bi.-hop  Parker  revived  this  idea  and  entered  into  an  ex- 
tended correspondence  with  Calvin,  from  wliich  it  appears 
that  the  foreign  reformed  clmrches  had  no  rooted  objec- 
tion to  Episcopacy,  nor  would  the  English  bishops  as  a 
body  have  oljjected  to  such  a  modification  of  Episcopacy 
as  would  have  satisfied  the  foreign  reformers.  Unfortu- 
nately, the  death  of  Calvin  brought  these  negotiations  to 
a  close. 

Thomas  Rrown.  one  of  the  most  voluminous  writers 
of  the  period,  held  that  there  was  no  distinction  between 
bishop  and  presbyter. 

.\rcIibishop  Whitgift  held  that  with  respect  to  eccle- 
si.Tstical  polity  or  church  government,  the  Church  was 
left  free  and  that  no  special  form  of  Church  government 
is  binding. 

"  A  name  of  far  greater  importance  in  the  Anglican 
Church  is  that  of  Hooker.  Hooker  was  a  convinced 
episcopalian-  He  believed  episcoi)acy  to  be  nearer  the 
Scripture's  teaching  than  presbyterianism.  Rut  he  denied 
that  there  must  of  necessity  be  a  divine  form  of  church 
government  in  the  New  Testament.  It  is  not  easy  for  us 
always  in  these  days  to  remember  or  to  realize  that  it  was 
not  the  Church  of  England  who  first  taught  a  doctrine  of 
Apostolic  Succession ;  but  the  Presbyterians,  who  insisted 
that  presbyterianism  and  nothing  else  was  the  true  form 
of  the  Christian  ministry.  Hooker  attributes  divisions 
and  contentions  to  their  high  claims.  Church  constitu- 
tions, he  says,  are  of  the  nature  of  a  human  law,  and  may 
be  changed.  He  calls  the  reformed  bodies  of  France  and 
England  churches.' 

Lord  Racon  again  writes,  "  I  for  my  part  do  confess 
that  in  reading  the  Scriptures,  T  could  never  find  any  such 
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thing,  but  that  God  hath  left  the  like  libcrtv  to  the  Chureh 

varTeTir'r'-^  '"  T'  '"'''  '^  ^■^"  go^:er„tnent.    o  b 
vared  accord.ng  to  the  time  and  place  and  accidents. 

And    therefore,  it  is  good  that  wc  return  unto  the  ancien; 
bond  of  un.ty  in  the  Church  which  was  one  Faith,  on 
i.apt.sni.  not  one  hierarchy,  one  discipline  " 

In   1658.   Bancroft  preache.l  a  sermon  in  which   for  the 
first  t„„e  the  Divine  Ri.ht  of  government  bv  opTw 

proc  armed.       L.ter    on.    Thomas    Bil.on    announced    the 
san  e  aoctr.ne.       Trom  this  lime  on   we  find   two  school! 
of  thought   ,„   the   church.      Yet   even   amongst  the  hTgh 
churc   men  o    that  day  there  were  few,  if  i.ulfe.l  anv   who 
demcd  H,at  the  Reformed  Churches  of  France,  Switze'rl  d 
and  (.erman3    which  had  a  presbytcrian  ministrv.  were  true 
churches.    Thu.s  Richan,  Field,  the  friend  of  Hooker.  i„  hi.s 
Rook  of  the  Church,"  included  in  the  Church  of  Christ 
he  non-ep,sropal  churches  of  I.Vauce  and  Swit..erland  and 
Germany.      He  distmctly  states  that  in  his  judgment,  those 
nouhy  n^en  who  were  ordained  by   Presbyters,  were  not 
to   be    condemned.      Rishop   Andrews   was'  a    pronotmced 
H,gh  Churchman,  yet  he  did  not  exclude  from  the  Chris- 
tion   Church  the  non-Episcopal  churches 

It  is  a  fact  Hot  so  well  known  as  it  ought  to  be  that 
Presbyter,an  ministers  on  the  Continent  ministered  n  he 
Church  ot  England  without  re-ordination.  Bishop  Co  it 
who  was  a  H.gh  Churchman,  says  he  knew  of  many  such' 
Archb.shop  Bramhall,  who  was  a  disciple  of  Laud  re^ 
ordamed  certam  Presbyterian  ministers,  but  he  inse'rted 
mto  the,r  letters  of  orders  this  clause,  wh.ch  is  v  ' 
remarkable  testimony  to  the  general  opinion  with  reference 
orders  ''°"*"'^"'^' f — "  "'  ^'^t  annulling  his  previous 
"*"' "°'  determming  their  validity,  much  less  con- 
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(lemning  all  the  holy  orders  of  foreign  churches,  which  we 
leave  to  Him  who  alone  can  judge,  but  merely  supplying 
what  was  previously  lacking  as  required  by  the  Canons 
of  the  English  Church,  and  providing  for  the  peace  of  the 
Church,  not  in  any  way  doubting  as  to  his  ordination,  or 
rejecting  his  acts  as  a  Presbyterian,  as  invalid." 

liramball  also  once  said,  in  answer  to  a  charge  by 
Ridiard  Tlaxter,  thai  Episcopal  divines  do  not  deny  those 
•.hurcbes  to  be  true  churches  wherein  salvation  is  to  be 
had.  "They  will."  he  added,  "  readily  subscribe  *o  Bishop 
.\ndrews'  determination:  "If  Episcopacy  be  of  Divine 
Kight,  it  does  not  follow  that  there  is  no  salvation  without 
it,  or  that  a  church  cannot  consist  without  it.  He  is  blind 
wh(j  doth  not  see  churches  consistinc;  without  it.  He  is 
hard-hearted  who  denieth  them  salvation." 

Bishop  Cosin,  a  decided  ni.a;h  Churchman  of  those 
tirres,  advised  a  person  named  Cordal,  who  .was  going  to 
travel  on  the  Continent,  to  communicate  with  the  French 
Protestants  informing  Cordal  that  "If  at  any  time  a  min- 
ister so  ordained  "  (t.*-.,  in  the  French  Presbyterian  Church) 
"  in  their  churches  came  to  incorporate  himself  within  and 
to  receive  a  public  charge  among  us  (as  I  have  known 
some  of  them  to  have  done  so  of  late,  and  can  instance 
many  others  before  my  time),  our  bishops  did  not  reordain 
him  before  they  admitted  him  to  his  charre,  as  they  would 
have  done  if  his  former  ordination  here  in  France  had  been 
void.  Xor  did  our  laws  recpiire  more  of  him  than  to  de- 
clare his  public  consent  to  the  religion  received  among  us 
and  to  snbscriljc  to  the  articles  established." 

Xo  doubt  this  latitude  came  later  on  to  be  curtailed. 
But  why'  Was  it  because  the  opinion  -^f  the  entire 
Church   on   this   point  changed?      I   think   not.      We  are 
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th      I       ,  ''  ''''P°"*-"'i  't  at  every  point       After  all 

t  i.  :o 't,rtH'"'  r,"'^-^^-^'  ""^'"^  thVco™„,o„\v::,tt 

shnnl  n  ""''"-^'"f?  "'at  the  lines  between  Episcopacv 
houll  he  more  deeply  drawn.  And  so  in  the  Praver  Book 
.t  was  more  d.st.nctly  and  r.^idly  laid  down  that  'epis  opal 
ord,nat.on  alone  can  authorise  a  man  to  minis  ern  'hi 
Church  n  England.  N„t  only  the  Church,  but  a  so  the 
wo^  d    r       '^"™'     '"'="■    ""'"    ''>•     ''^•^-"     N'oMconfo  n  i 

adher„crt°  ••''■"'  ""^-  ''°"^'^^  ''^'''  '>>'  =>  --  rigid 
adherence  to  ep.scopacy  this  en<l  would  be  secured  I'n- 
fortunately  these  hopes  have  not  been  fulfilled. 

II. 

N  vv      my     dear    brethren,     1  have     not     dragged     these 
omewhat     ry  historical  details  out  of  the  darkfe      o 
I     a      past  without  a  practical  object.     Thev  have  a  very 
e     beanng  upon  present  conditions  in  Canada.     And  for 
this  reason  : 

Here    in    Canada    we    leave    behind    manv    of  fU.      ,, 

.rou„ds   of   d..pnte.       We   have    no    Estab"  she  Ch^r:' 

We  have  no  Nonconformists.      And  therefore  it  appears 

to  me  that  instead  of  regarding  our  relations  to  PrS 
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tenansMcthoflists  or  Consrcgalionalists  in  the  same  way 
in  wh.ch  such  relations  may  with  some  excuse  be  regarde.l 
m  LnRlancl.  we  shoulO  rather  rcRard  them  as  similar  to 
those  between  the  An-lican  Church  of  the  Reformation 
period  and  the  Continental  Reformed  Church  of  l-rance 
and  (.ermany.  If  an  extreme  Ilish  Churchman  of  that 
period  could  say  of  them,  as  liishop  Andrews  said  ■  '•  That 
he  must  be  stone  blind  that  sees  not  churches  standing 
without  episcopal  government,"  surely  we  have  still  more 
reason  to  say  the  same  here  in  Canada. 

To  deny  the  title  of  church  to  the  Presbyterian  com- 
munion, for  instance,  in  the  light  of  histor^■  and  experience 
seems  almost  ludicrous. 

With  respect  to  the  Metliodists  I  mav  once  more 
remind  you  that  the  historian,  Leckv,  'the  historian 
tar  excellence  of  the  i8th  centurv,  declares  that  the 
Wes.eyan  movement  accomplished  more  for  England  than 
all  the  brilliant  statecraft  of  Pitt  and  the  victories  of  Nel- 
son and  Wellington.  Whilst  only  a  verv  few  vears  ago 
the  present  Dean  of  Westminster,  in  a  sermon' preached 
on  no  less  significant  an  occasion  than  the  consecration 
of  a  bishop  in  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  used  this  language  with 
reference  to  the  Methodists  in  England : 

"One   such   society,   more   than   a   centurv  old.   is   full   of 
spiritual  vigor  to-day,  and  is  spreading  more  widelv  than 

ever  over  the  land It  cuarrels  little  now  with  the 

doctrine  of  a  visible  church.  It  claims  to  be  a  church  and 
a  branch  of  the  Universal  Church,  taking  it.  stand  as  such 
by  the  side  of  the  mother  church  from  w'lich  it  has 
sprung.  ....  It  claims  that  its  ministry  is  attested  bv 
the  highest  of  all  evidence,  the  power  of  the  spirit  for 
the  conversion  and  shepherding  of  souls How  long," 

41 


cries  the  Dean,  "  are  we  of  tlie  Church  of  England  to  con- 
lent  ourselves  with  shutting  our  eyes  as  fast  as  we  possibly 

can  to  facts  like  these? In  the  case  of  that  great 

society  of  which  I  have  spoken,  the  chief  barrier  to  recon- 
ciliation with  the  old  church,  for  which  nianv  of  them  have 
a  deep  respect  and  a  sincere  love,  is  the  thought  that  such 
a  reconciliation  could  only  be  possible  on  terms  which 
would  to  them  be  a  denial  of  the  grace  of  the  ministry 
to  which  they  owe  their  souls.  Fathers  and  brethren,  I 
take  this  solemn  occasion  to  ask  you  for  the  sake  of  the 
unity  of  Christ's  Church,  to  consider  afresh  whether  this 
must  needs  be  so.'' 

And  if  such  an  appeal  can  be  made  in  England,  with 
all  Its  hi.stoncal  past,  how  much  more  here  in  Canada  to- 
day, where  we  have  no  such  record  of  theological  strife 
and  bitterness. 

What  is  the  precise  form  which  this  appeal  takes  here 
•n  Canada  to-day?  It  is  this.  The  Presbyterians,  Metho- 
dists and  Congrcgationalists  are  uniting  in  an  earnest  en- 
deavour to  promote  in  this  new  land  a  larger  measure  of 
unity  than  exists  to-day.  They  have  no  doubt  an  eve  on 
the  gre.nt  \orth-West.  They  feel  the  importance 'now 
when  that  country  is  just  beginning  to  be  populated,  of 
the  question,  '  How  is  Christianity  most  effectively  to  be 
presented  to  the  millions  which  the  prophetic  eve  sees 
m  a  not  far  distant  future  swarming  over  tho'se  vast 
prairies?  Can  you  imagine  a  more  v.orthv  object  of 
thought  and  effort.  To  .say:  We  will  trv  to  prevent  in 
this  new  country  some  of  the  unfortunate  and  weakening 
circumstances,  by  which  we  are  surrounded.  We  will  try 
to  give  to  those  people  a  religion,  pure,  simple,  united  A 
religion    that    shall    be    less    Presbyterian,    Methodist    or 
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CcngreK'ational  and  more  simply  Christian;  a  religion  that 
wjl  not  ,hv,Hc  a  little  tillage  community  into  threcor  \Z 

with  Ich    "°"  ,"?""■    ^'""^^""^    '"'    •^=-    --'-'- 
w   h   much   concealed   rivalry  and  jealousy,  and  a  heavy 

S  ther     ':r'"'"'    ^-^'^^-f— -h„rches;    ,n.t  shaM 
weld  them   together  ,ntn  one  body  in   Christ,  where    i'  I 

more  Anphcans,  or  Pn-sbytcrians.  or  Methodists,  or  Con- 
Rrega„onal,sts,  or  baptists.  I.,u  all  shall  be  one  in  Christ 

I   call    that   a   worthy   object,    I    can   conceive   of   none 
more    C   r,stian.      Can    anyone    seriously    suppose   that" 
Chnst  stood  on  earth  to-day  He  would  hold  coldlv  aloo 
ron,  such  a  n,ovcment.      And  we  are  asKed  to  uniie  with 

only  to  send  a  depnta„on  to  consult  with  them  in  thi's  good 

IZt    /,  "  ""  ^"-  "■■  ^^y  'here  should  be    the 

slightest  hes,tat,on  to  accept  that  invitation,  I  cannot  pos- 
understand.* 


sibh 


(>ur  rights  and  pruilogo  and  traditions  will  be  guard- 
ed.    These   committees    have   no    power   to   act    onK-   L 

s'ts  :r: ""'  "^"' '  '-'-'^  '■-  ^^  '^  ^:tXu:: 

becausl  it    .        "ZT"'  ="'"  °*  "'""  ^"•"  •^"^'i'^'-'"  Church, 
because  It  ,s  a  noble  work,  the  noblest  kind  of  work  tha 
can  be  done,  that  we  should  accept  the  invitation 

fhere  ,s  another  reason,  ^^'ise  men  will  always  studv 
Je  sjgns  of  the  times,  they  will  watch  the  frend  of 
bought  and  action,  not  only  i„  their  own  country  but 
throughout  the  world,  and  they  will  be  guided  accorlgly 
Has  the  spectacle  that  has  been  presented  to  the  world 
m  r  ranee  of  something  like  four-fifths  of  a  nation  ac^rd 
mg   to   reports,   openly   casting  ofT  their   alleScrto  t 
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churclijn  which  tlicy  were  born,  and  educated,  no  lesson 
for  us?  If  Spain  and  Italy  arc  evidently  moved  by  the 
same  feelings  that  the  church  is  not  a  gracious  mother  but 
a  spiritual  tyrant,  has  this  no  lesson  for  us?  Religion  for 
free,  educated  men,  must  itself  be  free.  Men  to-day  will 
not  bow  to  the  mere  authority  of  Pope,  or  Bishop,  or 
Synod,  but  they  will  bow  to  the  authority  of  truth  and 
love.  And  th.it,  my  brethren,  was  the  appeal  of  Christ. 
He  never  said  you  must  obey  Me  because  I  am  God,  but 
he  sought  to  win  them  !)y  the  power  of  truth  and  love  to 
the  free  confession  of  His  Divinity. 

The  authority  of  force  is  essentially  a  thing  of  this  world. 
The  authority  of  truth  a,;-!  love  is  of  Christ.  When  the 
people  said  of  Him.  tliat  P..  spi.ke  with  authoritv  and  not 
as  the  scribes,  they  meant  that  their  inmost  being  was 
moved  by  His  words,  which  brought  to  their  souls  light 
and  life;  and  their  spirits  were  knit  to  His  Spirit  in  the 
unity  of  truth  and  love. 

Truth  and  love.  There  is  no  authority  that  is  not 
ultimately  based  on  these. 

Again,  another  sign  of  the  times.  Sir  Oliver  Lodge, 
a  man  who  in  larger  measure  than  any  other  writer  of  our 
times,  combines  the  scientific  with  the  re'igious  tempera- 
ment, has  recently  written  these  words:  "  The  old  familiar 
problems  which  group  themselves  round  the  fundamental 
ideas  of  God,  Freedom  and  Immortality,  are  far  more  inter- 
esting and  weighty  than  questions  concerning  sacerdotal 
authority  and  Apostolic  succession,  which  have  always 
been  responsible  for  divergence  between  church  and  dis- 
sent ;  and  it  is  these  root  ideas  which  are  being  attacked, 
it  is  from  living  apprehension  of  these  that  the  nation  is' 
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a  e  a  it  .  '"^  '"'^■'  "'"'"*  '"^"K*""'*  organisations 

arc  able  t..  :,men,|  seme  of  thcir  ways  uf  |.roce,l„rc  " 

The  ..pportnnity  before  „s.  my  bretiiren.  is  to  take  action 

wh.c    w,ll  commend  itself  to  the  wisest  a„.,  best  men  among 

"*.     B.t  opportunu.es  <!o  not  stay  lon^^  i„  one  place.    Yot, 

remember  the  ol,l  mytholopcal  symbol  of  oppo  tunity   the 

onrs  .,  ^'  ■  J  °PP"rt"">'y  to  make  this  Dominion  of 
ours  especally  ,n  the  vast  new  territory  of  the  Xorth- 
\Vest  an  objc-ct  lesson  for  the  whole  world,  is,  I  believe 
K,w  before  ns-the  opportunity  to  build  „.  a  "iv 
Cathohc  Church,  universal,  but  free,  bound  toge  her  not  I  v 
the  cha„,s  n  mechanicnl  successions,  canons,  or  .lecrccs  •  nor 
on  the  other  han.l  divided  by  all  sorts  of  subordinate  qu  s.'ions 
but  kn,t  together  by  .be  unity  of  the  spirit,  and  heU  to^etl  r 
t>y  the  bond  of  peace.  "Where  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  is  " 
cr,ed  St  IMu  -there  is  liberty."  nn.l  the  spirit  of  the  L  r'd 
IS  the  spirit  of  peace." 
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NOTES  TO  SECOND  SERMON 

Presbyterians.  Low  Churchmen  and  llTJh  ri  ""  ■.'"'"   ^°'  ">«'■■   ^'de- 
h.s  name  in  behalf  of  their  vTews        ^    <^'i"<:hmen  have  all  invoked 

and  i^s^JelX^^Snl^"  ""=  ^"''^-'  »'  '"e  Bishop,  position, 

Bishop  (then  Professor)  as  thdr  own  TU  ^'^^"f'^J""'""*  claimed  the 
refused  to  withdraw  a  single  wo^'r.f  „""=  B'^''oP.  however,  steadily 
■"Correct  to  say  that  he  ever  changed  h  ''"'^'  =""<*  "  ''  therefore 
he  did  publish  a  very  short  ..=,^  ^"^"'^  °n  the  subject      Rut 

teaching  supported  Se  Anglican  "o"^- '"  '1'"''^"=  ""i'med  'hat  h^ 

■s  opposed  to  the  High  Church  til o^'  f"l^  "'^'  Lightfoofs  theory 
quotation  from  the  Cua.rfJ,';  (Hi*  'Su.rl!''"  ^l'"''''>-  "'«  fo"owing 
.s  nothmg  to  be  gained  by  inying    C  l.°"l?'''  '"  ""^'='-     "Therf 

un^o  the  ^n,r-GuarZTZru:7y\"'',sS""''''°"'  "'  "^"  Church 

i?,l"-"^"t\'e°;^I„;'3"^-%t'l;Lf?';oTr,^   Llghtfoot-s  language 
t'cal  certamty  that  bishop  and  nrplf^l  "^    ''*K''"''  amounting  to  nrS 
synonymous    terms.      H^/.^n  'p^^d^^ '"  ..*f  ^e-  TestfmeVare 

Z  h  I     '^2?"^  f"--  presbyter;  and  afterw,rl    "'"'P    *^'    ^'    fi--'' 
the  higher  officer  under  whom  th„       »"erwards  came  to  designated 

K  ^c- vxSIf  ?^"=-  -^te 

Pr^jer^^  .^cSc'^l,"/  tfrtTr^l  'd'-^   ^"'-"-'^   <""   of  the 
Lightfoot's    vivid    pVes.       "Tber;   "!!''.     ''°''"   '"   ''™'^'f  f™m 

>!••      ne    says,       no    reason,    how- 


chf.r'rl,!/   '"PP°«'"?   tl'*'   any   d-rect   ordinance    was    issued   to    tlie 
Jffir^  .•      !.  r"'?"'   ""'"y   »"<>    '^^"   pressing   need   of   such   an 

T^hni  wllf,  hT''  ''^''^  """'  venerated  name  in  Christendom  (i.e..  St. 
John;  would  be  sufficient  to  secure  its  wide  tliough  gradual  reception." 

'  Cf.  Hunt's  Religious  Thought  in  England,  for  this  and  subsequent 
statements. 

"Hooker.  Of  Hooker's  Ecclesiastical  Polity,  Matthew  Arnold 
says:  "Hooker's  great  work  was  written  not  because  Episcopalianism 
IS  es.sentia  ,  but  because  its  impugners  maintained  that  Presbyterianism 
IS  essential,  and  that  Episcopalianism  is  sinful."  (From  Allen's  "Con- 
tinuity  of  Oiristian  Thought,  p.  328). 

Concerning  divisions,   Hooker  writes:     "Which  divisions   and  con- 
tentions might  have  easily  been  prevented  if  the  orders,  which  each 
Church  Q:d  think  fit  and  convenient  for  it.self  had  not  so  peremptorily 
been  establ,.^.!ed  under  high  commanding  force,  whicli  tendered  them 
unto  the  people  as  things  everlastingly  required  by  the  law  of  thit 
Lord  _of   hosts   against   whose    statutes   there    is   no    exception    to   he 
tal^n.         (From   Allen's    Continuity   of   Christian    Thnnglit.   p     -1^) 
ch^r^  Z  ru*":   f"••*^"^    ."The   unity   of   whirh    visible   b-Sdv    and 
Church  of  Christ  consistelh  in  that  uniformity  which  all  several  per- 
sons thereunto  belonging  have,  by  reason  of  that   One  Lord  wlm.e 
servants  they  all  profess  themselves,  and  that  one  Faith   which  thev 
11   acknowledge,  and   that  one  Baptism   wherewith   they  are   all    vl 
^!,?,t'u     T''"^^"'*  these  only  he  describes  as  "  things  which  suoer- 
naturally    appertain    to    the    very    essence    of    Christianity."      Again 
whilst  admitting  the  importance  and  even  Divine  origin  of  Episcopacy! 
he  says :     'We  must  note that  the  necessity  of  politv  and   re- 
gimen in  all  churches  may  be  held  without  holding  any  one  certain 
torm  to  be  necessary  in  them  all."     fEccl.  Pol.,  iii,  i    2) 

He  declares  that  all   Church  constitutions  are  of 'the '  nature  of  a 
hurnan  law   (111,  9),  but  even  if  otherwise  he  contends  that.  "Neither 
Ood  s  being  the  author  of  laws  nor  his  committing  them  unto  Scrio- 
ture......    IS  any  reason  sufficient  wherefore  all  churches  should  for 

ever  be  bound  to  keep  them  without  change."  (iii,  10)  He  calls 
certain  reformed  bodies  without  episcopal  government  churches,  and 

w'sils  "°  ;:"'"i  •";'"  '°  '?^"'"'  '"=  "^^^^^  government,  that  is  by 
bishops,  as  that  which  agreeth  best  with  Scripture,    (iii,  11). 

,u'l  'u°"^^  r*  ^"^  *°  '"^^t'^^  inference  drawn  from  these  words 
that  all  Anjhcans  are  opposed  to  accent  the  invitation  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Church  Unity  to  share  in  their  deliberations.  The  conTraTv 
IS  the  case.      But  why  should  we  not  unanimously  and  joyfully  acr^n 
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Moberys  worK  .\l,„i„„ial  on   PHes.hood  ■''''''''  '"  ""^"^  *°  Dr. 

il^'^ 'f  s^Ss™  ■i,3"- f - ...» w. 

described   as  qui.e^rimpj  "and  ",atun.  "iC  ^"t"'''  "ry  likdy' hte' 
"o    to  be  supposed  that  it  is  an"  the  le„   p"f  •>"",^^   "«"«'   it   is 

(O  Sanday  maintains   (like  Dr    Hort     h         ,'"""      ^P'  ^O^' 
ordmafon  is  the  prayer  northe  la  in"'!,.      '.  *^«"=ntial   thin^  i„ 
essential  thing  i„  the  laying  on  of  ha  d^  i.  .^°'  v.V'"''-      ^nd  that  the 
mission  of  office  (pp.  clJ)      fi^Vh  "'*=  '''e"i"K.  not  the  trans 

of  this  point  is  clear.  ^Vet  ns  grant  ,L?™'"'*'^    "The  importance 

course  was  bro/en  a„? t o°ther  "^u^^ !°  ^''"'"J^'^'-^^  'haT order 'its 
order  ministers  have  been  for  mam  L^**-  •  ^"'  '"hen  under  tha? 
and  the  Divine  blessing  solemi.lv  1?.  r'i"='"°"s  solemnly  set  apart 
>ievout  people,  not  withSursLT  fni"™-'^''  ,"P°"  f'em  by  sincere  and 
has  been  given,  even  .suppS  «"?T^  ""'  "'<=  ""'i-'g  so"nvoked 

l\ZU°  'J--  °"  ^  Biblicar^s^-mate  o  'fLV^  .''"  ""*■■=''  '"'^t^k^it 
altogether   disproportioned   tn   i^Tt     .2       ■     "^elative  value  of  thinW. 

WTC        '    "'""™'  *v.W''?^.'  s^t'^'  '"i^'-ke  'alais^'of 

to  the  tft^e^'of  ChSefaUhough  i™'„  "t\°'  "on-Episcopal  bodies 
withont  the  Epi..copate  shou  ,lT  n™"^"^","'^  organised.  ChuVches 
s.^nst/God°'  "''"  or  Xnis:.ir"^"  "  Wh^^re^'thT'"--^  '^'"^  "'- 
^'"^^l-^e^d^ClS:^^  f;  -r-ed  bodierilr-tXI^rve'-'aTS^t 

not   shared    in   it-Hooker   did  Vol  t  Id^r^.S^:,' t™  etl^r 
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claimed  it-^Cosm  freely  communicated  with  the  French  Reformed 
Church  during  his  exile.  Indeed  it  is  not  uitlil  the  last  half  of  the 
present  century  (i.e.,  the  igth)  that  more  than  relatively  a  small  min- 
ority of  English  Churchmen  have  been  committed  to  it."     (p.  96). 

><-^Ji°^^  ^'^"^  "^  '°  ^^  '°""''  '"  '"'  posthumously  published 
.1,  ."«  <-"";»'»"  Kcclesia"    The  particular  point  which  he  emphazises  is 

.  .1  ,T'r«  Church,  clerpy  and  laity,  is  the  Snirit-bearing  Imdy,  and 
not  the  Mmister  only.  "The  Apostolic  age  is  full  of  embodiments  of 
purpose  and  principles  of  the  most  instructive  kind,  but  the  respons- 
ibility of  choosing  the  means  was  left  forever  to  the  Erclesia  itself 
and  to  each  Ecclesia,  guided  by  ancient  precedent  on  the  one  hand 
and  adaptation  to  present  and   future  need  on  the  other"    (p    232) 

Dr.  Hort,'  says  the  present  Dean  of  Westminster,  "believes  that 
authority  for  determining  the  method  of  government  and  administra- 
tion IS  lodged  by  Christ  in  the  church  as,  a  whole."  (Guardian,  March 
Qth,  1898). 

Bishop  Westcott  .-  m  accord  with  Hort  with  reference  to  this  point 
In  his  famous  COM.  ntary  on  the  Gospel  of  St.  Jolm  referring  to  the 
Commission  of  the  (  hurch  (St.  John  xx,  22,  23),  he  liist  of  all  iden- 
tifies the  occasion  with  that  of  St.  Luke  xxiv,  .^j,  when  the  Apostles 
and  other  discifles  were  present.  He  then  adds,  "  There  is  nothing 
in  the  context  to  show  that  the  gift  was  confined  to  any  particular 
group  (as  the  Apostles)  among  the  whole  company  present  The 
commission  therefore  must  be  regarded  properly  as  the  commission 
at  the  Christian  society  and  not  as  that  of  the  Christian  ministry." 

So  far  as  I  know,  Dr.  Westcott  ncx'er  wrote  directly  on  the  subject 
ot  the  Ministry.      Nevertheless,  his  views  may  be  gathered  from  such 
quotations  as  the  folbwing  from   "The  Gospel  of  the  Resurrection." 
n-us,  in  Chap,  lii,  sec.   19,  he  writes  the  following  weighty  words:— 

Unity  IS  not  uniformity.  Differences  of  race,  class,  social  order 
obviously  have  no  influence  upon  it.  Thev  are  of  the  earth  only 
Hut   more   than    this,  it  is  consistent    with    serious    differences    in   the 

appreheision  of  the  common  faith  on  which  it  reposes It  was 

only  when  the  attempt  was  made  to  enforce  one  partial  system  as 
universal  that  the  unity  of  the  whole  was  endangered  (Gal.  ii.  10) 
Ihehrst  serious  effort  to  establish  uniformity  threatened  to  end  in 
a  schism. 

Again:  "It  is  then  necessary  to  bear  two  things  in  mind  in  treat- 
ing of  the  Unity  of  the  Church.  The  unity  of  the  whole  is  consistent 
with  a  wide  variety  of  parts,  each  having  to  a  certain  degree  a  cor- 
respondinir  unity  in  itself.  And  next  the  essential  bond  of  union  is 
not  external,  but  spiritual:  it  consists  not  in  one  organisation  but 
m  a  common  principle  of  life.  Its  expression  lies  in  a  personal  relation 
to  thnsi  and  not  in  any  outward  system'    (sec.  22). 
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f~mX  PartL!p\^i:,™'i„"';'',>'s"fi;|-  -hole  Church,  «"-''  '»  -i"ived 
existence  of  outward  d  vi.ir.?,    '^  ,  ^^""'  '*  compatible  with  the 

^th  the  existencronXr''- "„""';  'Vt  "?  '^!,^  --P^«ib.e^^so 

wittout"■recoiJ,iii„■^t'neL«'^w'of^'r  '^  '=''"^''  »»  »  body 

t™.      Growth  it  Jf  is  ch^r/e  '^  aid  in"  nf "'  ?^'"*''  '"  "'^  "''^""''a- 
body  ,s  complex  we  may  exM«  th.  ',"  P'^oport.on  as  the  life  of  the 
he  varied  "  (sec.  39^      ^      '^"  "'"=  'orms  m  which  it  is  clothed  to 
(The  italics  in  all  cases  are  my  own.) 
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